
 
 

Basic Information: 
Course Title: The Bulgarian Language as Slavic, Balkan, and European Language 
Lecturer: Assoc. Prof. Tsvetana Dimitrova, PhD 
Phone: +359 889418599 
Email: cvetana@dcl.bas.bg, tsvetana.dimitrova@gmail.com  
Total Teaching Hours: 30 

 

Annotation (up to 150 words) 

An introductory course covering the principles of classification of Bulgarian among the other related 

languages (Balkan and Slavic). Different language classifications will be discussed, along with the 

principles for their formation, and the problems associated with language classification. The evolvement 

of some morphosyntactic categories and phenomena in the Bulgarian language will be discussed both 

diachronically and synchronously, and also in the context of linguistic variation and language change. 

 

Course content (brief description by topics or modules) 

Topic 1: Language classification. Genealogical classification. Languages areas. Language typology 

and typological classification 

Topic 2: Language contact and language change 

Topic 3: Balkan Sprachbund. The Bulgarian language as a Balkan language 

Topic 4: Standard Average European. The Bulgarian language as a European language 

Topic 5: Language variability. Synchrony and diachrony 

Topic 6: Case syncretism 

Topic 7: The category of (in)definiteness 

Topic 8: Relative clauses 

Topic 9: Expression of possession 

Topic 10: Changes in the verb system 

Topic 10: Changes in the pronoun system 

 

Teaching and assessment methods 

Attendance form of training – lectures; discussion seminars; independent work – familiarization with 

scientific literature, work with linguistic data, 

Form of assessment: independent development, interview 

 

Competencies acquired as a result of training (3–5 points) 

Students will acquire knowledge about the various classifications of languages and the principles by 

which they are formed, along with knowledge about the development of morphosyntactic categories and 

phenomena in the Bulgarian language, both diachronically and synchronically, and from the perspective 

of linguistic variability and language change. They will also acquire skills for working with language 

data, drawing conclusions based on analysis of the data and language theories. 
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Additional information (optional) (е.g., special requirements, laboratory equipment, prior 

knowledge) 

Fluency in at least one foreign language. Scientific interest in language and linguistics.  


