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Basic Information:

Course Title: The Bulgarian Language as Slavic, Balkan, and European Language
Lecturer: Assoc. Prof. Tsvetana Dimitrova, PhD

Phone: +359 889418599

Email: cvetana@dcl.bas.bg, tsvetana.dimitrova@gmail.com

Total Teaching Hours: 30

Annotation (up to 150 words)

An introductory course covering the principles of classification of Bulgarian among the other related
languages (Balkan and Slavic). Different language classifications will be discussed, along with the
principles for their formation, and the problems associated with language classification. The evolvement
of some morphosyntactic categories and phenomena in the Bulgarian language will be discussed both
diachronically and synchronously, and also in the context of linguistic variation and language change.

Course content (brief description by topics or modules)
Topic 1: Language classification. Genealogical classification. Languages areas. Language typology
and typological classification

Topic 2: Language contact and language change

Topic 3: Balkan Sprachbund. The Bulgarian language as a Balkan language

Topic 4: Standard Average European. The Bulgarian language as a European language
Topic 5: Language variability. Synchrony and diachrony

Topic 6: Case syncretism

Topic 7: The category of (in)definiteness

Topic 8: Relative clauses

Topic 9: Expression of possession

Topic 10: Changes in the verb system

Topic 10: Changes in the pronoun system

Teaching and assessment methods
Attendance form of training — lectures; discussion seminars; independent work — familiarization with
scientific literature, work with linguistic data,

Form of assessment: independent development, interview

Competencies acquired as a result of training (3—5 points)

Students will acquire knowledge about the various classifications of languages and the principles by
which they are formed, along with knowledge about the development of morphosyntactic categories and
phenomena in the Bulgarian language, both diachronically and synchronically, and from the perspective
of linguistic variability and language change. They will also acquire skills for working with language
data, drawing conclusions based on analysis of the data and language theories.
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Npanues, C. [IpuHOCH B OBATAPCKOTO M CIABSIHCKOTO e3uko3HaHue. Codwust, 1978.
NBanue, CB. 1982. boiarapckust e3uk — kiiacudecku u ek3otnueH. Codust: Hapoana mpocsera

Kpwnosa, Ui., L[[B. JlumutpoBa. bearapckust e3uk B eBpornelickus e3ukoB apean. Codus:
YuuBepcurercko uzaaresnctBo “Cs. Kimmment Oxpuacku”, 2024.

Kynapos, 1B. CnaBsiaute u cnapsiHckaTa Quiionorus. [1nosnus: [110BIMBCKO YHUBEPCUTETCKO
u3aaTencTBo ,,[lancuii Xunengapcku®, 2002.

Kynapos, 1B. YBoj B cnaBsiHckata unonorus. E3ukosencka cnaBuctuka. Yact I. Codus, 1980.
Kyuapos, 1B. Otroasl no cnaBuctuke. [Inopnus: UK ,,ITpuzma®, 2003.
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Jlexos, M. OcobeHOoCTH HAa CHHTaKTHYHUS TUI HA Ha ciaBstHCkuTe e3uny. Codust, 1972.

JIroGenona, Ein. [Tomarano no cpaBHUTENIHA IpaMaTHKa Ha ciiaBsiHCKUTE e3und. [1nosaus, 2001.

MJIABS 2003 — 2013. Manblii AHaneKToJIOTHYECKUH atiac Oamkanckux s36ikoB. [Tox pen. AH.
Co6ounea. [Ipo6usbIii Beimyck. Miinchen, 2003. Cepus nekcuyeckas. T. 1. Jlekcuka 1yxoBHOM
KynbTypbl. Miinchen, 2005. T. II. Yenosek. Cembs. Miinchen, 2006. T. III. )KuBotHoBoactso. C.-
[TerepOypr, Miinchen, 2009. T. IV. Jlannmadt. C.-IlerepOypr, Miinchen, 2010. T. V. Jlang 378
madTHas nekcuka. C.-Iletepoypr, Miinchen, 2012. T. VI. Meteoponorusi. C.-Ilerepoypr; Miinchen,
2013. T. VIL INoneBoacteo. Oropoguuuectso. C.-Iletepoypr, Miinchen, 2013. Ce pus
rpammatuueckas. T. . Kareropun umenu cymectButenbHoro. Miinchen, 2005.
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Metomuii”, 2023.

[Tnynrsna 2003: Ilnyaras, B. O6mas mopgonorus. Beenenue B npobiematuky. Mocksa 2003.

ToromanoBa, A.-M. Hskou HaOI0€HHS BbPXY Mpe- TPYNUPAHETO Ha CKIIOHEHUATa B OBJITapCKUs
e3uk. — B: Toromanosa, A.-M. U3 ucropusra Ha 6barapckus e3uk. Coopuuk cratuu. C., 2009, 55-59.

Toromanosa, A.-M. Ilperpynupanero Ha CKJIOHEHUATA B Obarapckus e3uk. — B: Toromanosa, A.-M.
W3 ucropusra Ha 6barapckus e3uk. Coopauk cratuu. C., 2009, 60-74.
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A.-M. U3 ucropusirta Ha Obsrapckus esuk. Coopuuk cratuu. C., 2009, 124-130.

Aikhenvald, A.Y., RM.W. Dixon (eds.). Areal Diffusion and Genetic Inheritance: Problems in
Comparative Linguistics. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
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York: De Gruyter Mouton

Comrie, B., G.G. Corbett 1993. The Slavonic Languages. London, New York: Routledge.
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Croft, W. 1991. Syntactic Categories and Grammatical Relations: The Cognitive Organization of
Information. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press. Croft, W. 2012. Verbs: Aspect and Causal
Structure. Oxford: Oxford University Press

Danylenko, A., M. Nomachi (eds.). Slavic on the Language Map of Europe: Historical and Areal-
Typological Dimensions. Berlin, Boston: De Gruyter Mouton,

Die Slavischen Sprachen / The Slavic Languages: Ein internationales Handbuch zur ihrer Struktur,
ihrer Geschichte und ihrer Erforschung / An International Handbook of their history, their Structure
and their Investigation. Hrsg. v. Berger, Tilman / Gutschmidt, Karl / Kempgen, Sebastian / Kosta,
Peter. Halbband 1 ISBN 978-3-11-015660-7 (Series: Handbiicher zur Sprach- und
Kommunikationswissenschaft / Handbooks of Linguistics and Communication Science / [HSK])
Halbband 1, Berlin, New York: De Gruyter Mouton, 2009._https://doi.org/10.1515/9783110214475;
Halbband 2, Berlin, Miinchen, Boston: De Gruyter Mouton, 2014.
https://doi.org/10.1515/9783110215472.

Drinka, B. 2017. Language Contact in Europe: The Periphrastic Perfect Through History. Cam bridge:
Cambridge University Press.

Friedman, V. A., B. D. Joseph. The Balkan Languages. Cambridge university press, 2025.
Greenberg, M. L. (ed.). Encyclopedia of Slavic Languages and Linguistics Online

Haspelmath, M., M. Dryer, D. Gil, B. Comrie (eds.). The World Atlas of Language Structures. Oxford,
New York: Oxford University Press

Haspelmath, M. et al. (eds.). Language typology and language universals. Vol. 2, Berlin, Boston: De
Gruyter Mouton

Heine, B. 1997. Cognitive Foundations of Grammar. New York, Oxford: Oxford University Press
Heine, B. 1997. Possession: Cognitive Sources, Forces, and Grammaticalization. Cambridge:
Cambridge

Heine, B., T. Kuteva. 2002. World Lexicon of Grammaticalization. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press.

Heine, B., T. Kuteva. 2005. Language Contact and Grammatical Change. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.

Heine, B., T. Kuteva. 2006. The Changing Languages of Europe. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Heine, B., T. Kuteva. 2007. The Genesis of Grammar: A Reconstruction. Oxford University Press.
R. Hickey (ed.). The Cambridge Handbook of Areal Linguistics. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press

Shopen, T. (ed.). Language Typology and Syntactic Description. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press,

Stassen, L. 2009. Predicative Possession. Oxford University Press.
Tomi¢, O.M. (ed.). Balkan Syntax and Semantics. Amsterdam: John Benjamins
Tomi¢, O.M. 2006. Balkan Sprachbund Morpho-syntactic Features. Springer Dordrecht.

University Press.

Van der Auwera, J. (ed.). 1998a. Adverbial Constructions in the Languages of Europe. Berlin, New
York: Mouton de Gruyter.
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Van der Auwera, J. 2011. Standard Average European. — In: B. Kortmann, J. van der Auwera (eds.).
The Languages and Linguistics of Europe: A Comprehensive Guide. Walter de Gruyter, pp. 291 —
307.

Additional information (optional) (e.g., special requirements, laboratory equipment, prior
knowledge)

Fluency in at least one foreign language. Scientific interest in language and linguistics.



