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Basic Information:

Course Title: International Peacekeeping and Conflict Resolution in the Balkans

Lecturer: Professor Nadia Boyadjieva, Ph.D. in History (Modern and Contemporary World History
(Balkan History), Doctor of Sciences in Law (International Law & International Relations)

Phone: +359 884 54 77 75, +359 886 568 862

Email: nboyadjieva@balkanstudies.bg, nadiaboyadjieva@gmail.com

Total Teaching Hours: 30 hours lecture course, 20 credits

Annotation (up to 150 words)

Nearly four decades after the end of the Cold War, the need for effective conflict resolution and
peacekeeping remains urgent. Ongoing conflicts such as the wars in the former Yugoslavia, Eastern
Ukraine since 2014, Afghanistan, and Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in 2022 highlight the continuing
human cost of instability. This course explores whether and how such conflicts can be resolved.

It begins by examining key mechanisms and techniques for conflict resolution, including
peacekeeping, peacebuilding, peace enforcement, and preventive diplomacy. Case studies from the
Balkans—such as Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, and North Macedonia—illustrate different
approaches and the role of international organizations like the UN, EU, NATO, and OSCE.

The course combines academic literature with practical simulations, where students take roles in
conflict scenarios.

Course content (brief description by topics or modules)
Topic / Module 1: The nature and evolution of armed conflicts after the Cold War.

Topic / Module 2: Theories and mechanisms of conflict resolution and peacebuilding.
Topic / Module 3: Preventive diplomacy and early intervention strategies.

Topic / Module 4: Peacekeeping operations and their effectiveness.

Topic / Module 5: Case studies of conflict resolution in the Balkans.

Topic / Module 6: The role of international organizations in managing conflicts.
Topic / Module 7: Negotiation strategies and mediation techniques.

Topic / Module 8: Justice, reconciliation, and post-conflict recovery.

Topic / Module 9: Communication and decision-making in conflict situations.

Topic / Module 10: Simulation and practical approaches to conflict resolution.

Teaching and assessment methods
Hybrid form of learning
Written form of assessment

Competencies acquired as a result of training (3—5 points)

- Students will be able to evaluate the functions of peacekeeping and diplomacy through the lens
of international organizations (UN, OSCE, EU and NATO).
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- To execute negotiation strategies and political decision-making via role-playing in simulated
conflict scenarios.

- To analyze historical and modern conflicts in the Balkans (and other regions: former Soviet
Union, Africa, Middle East, etc.) and to identify successful peacebuilding patterns.

- To apply concepts of justice and long-term stability to transform temporary ceasefires into
lasting, sustainable peace.
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Additional information Lists of recommended reading (in addition to required reading) will be
provided to students as the course progresses.

The course is held in English.



