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Basic Information:

Course Title: Black Sea Security

Lecturer: Professor Nadia Boyadjieva, Ph.D. in History (Modern and Contemporary World History
(Balkan History), Doctor of Sciences in Law (International Law & International Relations)

Phone: +359 884 54 77 75, +359 886 568 862

Email: nboyadjieva@balkanstudies.bg, nadiaboyadjieva@gmail.com

Total Teaching Hours: 30 hours lecture course, 20 credits

Annotation (up to 150 words)

This course explores security issues in the Black Sea region, starting with a discussion of what the
region consists of and setting it in the context of European and regional security: military-strategic
security, economic security, energy security, etc. It discusses the Black Sea policy of the main actors in
the region: Russia, Turkey, Bulgaria, Ukraine, Romania, and Georgia, as well as economic, strategic,
and energy perspectives of “the Wider Black Sea” area in the 21st century. The course also discusses
the “frozen conflicts” and other threats to security in the Black Sea region. Another important issue
will be Black Sea security perspectives related to NATO enlargement, and EU enlargement in the
western Balkans. Another important focus will be the role of Bulgaria as a valuable partner and a
reliable member of the EU and NATO and its Black Sea policy in the XXI century. The lecture course
concludes by discussing prospects for Black Sea security.

Course content (brief description by topics or modules)

Topic / Module 1: Definition and conceptualization of the Black Sea region within the broader context
of European security.

Topic / Module 2: Analysis of military-strategic, economic, and energy security dimensions in the
regional landscape.

Topic / Module 3: Evaluation of the Black Sea policy and strategic interests of the Russian Federation.
Topic / Module 4: Examination of Turkey’s regional influence and its diplomatic approach to Black
Sea security.

Topic / Module 5: Comparative study of the national security perspectives of Ukraine, Romania, and
Georgia.

Topic / Module 6: Exploration of the economic and energy perspectives of the “Wider Black Sea” area
in the 21st century.

Topic / Module 7: Assessment of “frozen conflicts” and emerging non-traditional threats to regional
stability.

Topic / Module 8: Impact of NATO and European Union enlargement on the security dynamics of the
Western Balkans and Black Sea.

Topic / Module 9: The role of Bulgaria as a reliable EU and NATO partner and its specific Black Sea
policy objectives.

Topic / Module 10: Prospects and strategic forecasts for long-term security and cooperation in the
Black Sea region.
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Teaching and assessment methods
Hybrid form of learning
Written form of assessment

Competencies acquired as a result of training (3—5 points)

- The ability to evaluate the Black Sea region through the specialized lenses of military-strategic,
economic, and energy security.

- Proficiency in identifying and analyzing the competing strategic interests of key regional
powers, including Russia, Turkey, and Bulgaria.

- The skill to identify "frozen conflicts" and modern security threats to determine their impact on
regional and European stability.

- The capacity to assess the influence of NATO and EU enlargement on the security policies of
Western Balkan and Black Sea littoral states.
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Additional information (optional) Lists of recommended reading (in addition to required reading)
will be provided to students as the course progresses.

The course is held in English.



