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Basic Information:

Course Title: Culture and Art in Byzantium and Western Europe in the Middle Ages
Lecturer: Assoc. Prof. Georgi Dimov

Phone: 0876255105

Email: gdimov1981@abv.bg

Total Teaching Hours: 30 academic hours

Annotation

The course Culture and Art in Byzantium and Western Europe in the Middle Ages reveals the changes
and trends in the culture and art of Byzantium and Western Europe in the Middle Ages. The
chronological frames are [IV-XV centuries: a time in which the European mentality, way of life and
worldview was born, refracted through the new Christian religion. The period is particularly important
for Bulgarian medieval history, which perceives the cultural impulses of the so-called a Byzantine
cultural circle that covered much of Southeastern Europe. For Western Europe, medieval art and
culture are associated with two major periods: Romanesque and Gothic, followed by the rise of antique
(Renaissance) forms.

After the end of the lecture course, PhD students are expected to be able to work analytically with a
wide range of topics related to the medieval art of Byzantium, Western Europe and the Balkans. To
gain basic knowledge about the concept of aesthetics and culture of the medieval world. Also, the PhD
students will get acquainted (visually and theoretically) with the medieval applied art, architecture and

material culture in the so-called "Greater Mediterranean" and "Carolingian Europe".
Course content

Topic / Module 1: Early Byzantine and Late Antique Art
Topic / Module 2: Romanesque Art in the Middle Ages
Topic / Module 3: Gothic Art in the Middle Ages

Teaching and assessment methods

Independent project and interview
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Competencies acquired as a result of training

Basic historical knowledge
Understanding of medieval art and power culture

Overview of medieval culture and daily life
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