
 

 

 

Basic Information: 

Course Title: Roman Provincial Society 

Lecturer: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ivo Topalilov 

Phone: +359 89 929 8358 

Email: topalilovi@gmail.com 

Total Teaching Hours: 30 lecture hours 

 

Annotation (up to 150 words) 

The course is intended for doctoral students in the field of the humanities and aims to develop knowledge 

concerning the formation of Roman provincial society, its patterns of behavior, and its distinctive 

characteristics, based on the societies inhabiting the Thracian lands incorporated into the provinces of 

Upper and Lower Moesia, Thrace, and Macedonia. The course examines the fundamental elements of 

the Roman social structure and its evolution in a chronological perspective, as well as in relation to the 

territorial expansion of the Roman state. Among the central topics are the techniques, methods, and 

circumstances involved in the implementation of specific measures during the process of societal 

formation. Written and epigraphic evidence demonstrates that Roman provincial policy varied according 

to the situation and the resources available. This policy, in turn, influenced both the nature of the 

emerging provincial communities and the already established social and ethnic strata within a given 

region. The course focuses on the effects and consequences of the provincial social system and the ways 

in which it shaped the opportunities and social realization of the local population within the provinces. 

 

Course content (brief description by topics or modules) 

Topic / Module 1: Structure of Roman Provincial Society (3 hours) 

• Introduction to Roman social hierarchy, main social groups and their roles; 

• The term provincia: its evolution in chronological and territorial perspective; 

• Administrative and political structure of the provinces; methods of governance; 

• Interaction between social strata and processes of integration. 

 

Topic / Module 2: The Role of Historical and Geographical Features of Thrace in the Formation of 

Provincial Society (3 hours) 

• Geographical characteristics of Ancient Thrace; 

• Historical context of Thracian lands; 

• Influence of natural resources on economic development. 

 

Topic / Module 3: The Roman Army and its Influence on Provincial Society (4 hours) 

• The role of legionary and auxiliary troops in Upper and Lower Moesia, Thrace, and Macedonia; 

• Impact on local populations and economy; 

• Veteran colonies and their social function. 

 



 
Topic / Module 4: Urbanization in the Roman Provinces of Upper and Lower Moesia, Thrace, and 

Macedonia (4 hours) 

• Emergence and development of urban and rural structures; 

• Architecture and urban planning; 

• Case studies of urbanization in the provinces. 

 

Topic / Module 5: Economic Aspects of Roman Provincial Society (4 hours) 

• Agriculture and trade in the provinces; 

• Roman infrastructure: roads, bridges, aqueducts; 

• The role of the monetary system. 

 

Topic / Module 6: Religious System of Roman Provincial Society (4 hours) 

• Local, Graeco-Roman, and Eastern deities; 

• Religious syncretism and cult practices; 

• Art and architecture of urban and rural sanctuaries. 

 

Topic / Module 7: Linguistic Diversity in Provincial Society (4 hours) 

• Epigraphy and the significance of inscriptions; 

• The state of Greek and Latin in Upper and Lower Moesia, Thrace, and Macedonia; 

• The role of Greek and Latin in communication across ethnic and social groups. 

 

Topic / Module 8: Influence of Greek and Roman Culture on Emerging Provincial Society (4 hours) 

• History and spread of Hellenization in Ancient Thrace; 

• Romanization in Thracian lands; key factors, mechanisms, and diffusion; 

• Interactions between Greek and Roman cultural elements; 

• Examples of cultural symbiosis. 

 

Teaching and assessment methods 

Oral examination / interview 

Paper 

 

Competencies acquired as a result of training (3–5 points) 

1. Ability to analyse the structure and development of Roman provincial society using historical, 

archaeological, and epigraphic evidence 

2. Capacity to interpret processes of Romanization, Hellenization, and cultural interaction in the 

provinces of Moesia, Thrace, and Macedonia 

3. Skills to evaluate the social, economic, and military factors shaping provincial communities and 

their local identities 
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