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Basic Information:
Course Title: Roma: History, Traditions, and Modern Times
Lecturer: Assoc. Prof. Magdalena Slavkova, PhD; assistant: Assist. Prof. Plamena Stoyanova, PhD

Phone: 00359887647405

Email: mslavkova@hotmail.com

Total Teaching Hours: 30 h.

Annotation (up to 150 words)

This PhD course examines the history and contemporary way of life of the Roma in a global context,
with a particular focus on Bulgaria. It explores the origin and early history of the Roma, their
migration and settlement across Europe and the Balkans, and their historical development during the
Ottoman Empire. Special attention is paid to migration processes, labor mobility, and socio-economic
transformations during the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. The course analyzes the diversity of
Roma communities, including groups such as Turkish Roma (Xoraxane Roma), Bulgarian Roma
(Dasikane Roma), and other Roma groups. Different historical and contemporary state policies
toward the Roma are examined, with particular emphasis on the policies of socialist Bulgaria. The
course also discusses processes of emancipation, civic activism, and the influence of Evangelical
churches within Roma communities, including the participation of men and women in church
leadership. The course is intended for doctoral students in ethnology, anthropology, and folklore
studies, while also providing interdisciplinary knowledge and research perspectives relevant to
doctoral students in history, sociology, cultural studies, political science, geography, and related
academic fields.

Course content

Topic / Module 1: History and Migrations of the Roma (10 hours)

1.1. Origins and Early Migrations. The Roma in the Ottoman Empire

1.2. The Roma in Bulgaria: Ethnicity and Heterogeneity

1.3. Contemporary Labor Mobility and Migrations of the Roma in Europe

Topic / Module 2: State Policies towards the Roma and Civic Activism (9 hours)

2.1. State Policies towards the Roma in Eastern Europe

2.2. Policy of the Bulgarian Socialist State (1944-1989) towards the Roma

2.3. Emancipation and Civic Activism

Topic / Module 3: Religion and Identity of the Roma (11 hours)

3.1. Approaches and Methods of Fieldwork in Bulgaria and Abroad

3.2. Religion of the Roma in the Balkans

3.3. Evangelicalism and the Roma in Europe and Bulgaria

Teaching and assessment methods

The course is delivered through in-person lectures, allowing direct interaction between doctoral
students and lecturers. Assessment is conducted through a written examination that evaluates
students’ understanding of the concepts, theoretical approaches, and empirical knowledge covered in
the course.

Competencies acquired as a result of training
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1. Skills for applying interdisciplinary approaches in the fields of ethnology, anthropology, history
and sociology. Ability to work with literature, archival sources, conducting field research.

2. Preparation for work in a multicultural environment and for participation in scientific and
educational projects related to Roma communities.

3. In-depth knowledge of the history, origins and migration processes of Roma communities in
Europe and Bulgaria.

4. Skills for critical reflection of historical and contemporary state policies towards Roma.

5. Knowledge of the role of religious movements and evangelical churches in the development of
Roma communities.
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