IIEHTBP 34 OBYYEHHE - bAH

1000 Coghun email: tdc-phd@cu.bas. bg
W ,Cepoura Ne 4 men.: 0298731 67
hitp://edu.bas.bg 02979 52 60

Basic Information:

Course Title: CYRILLO-METHODIAN OEUVRE AND NATIONAL IDENTITY
Lecturer: Asoc. Prof. Desislava Naydenova, PhD

Phone: 0887872725

Email: dtnajdenova@abv.bg

Total Teaching Hours: 30.

Annotation:

The course introduces PhD students to critical approaches to historical narratives, cultural
memory, and identity. It equips them with the conceptual and analytical framework necessary
for advanced scholarly research on the political, cultural, and ideological uses of the past. The
course explores the various interpretations of the Cyrillo-Methodian oeuvre in both Slavic and
non-Slavic countries within the broader context of political, cultural, and ideological processes
from the Middle Ages to the present day. Special attention is devoted to the role of Saints Cyril
and Methodius, their disciples, and Slavic literacy as symbols of national identity, cultural
memory, and political legitimation. The course further considers the development of historical
research and national narratives through the prism of modern theories of memory, identity, and
cultural heritage. It incorporates the concepts of Jan Assmann, Pierre Nora, and other scholars
of nationhood, cultural memory, and historical myths. The Cyrillo-Methodian legacy is
examined through the perspectives of different historiographical turns, including positivism,
romanticism, and Marxism. Particular emphasis is placed on the institutionalization of Cyrillo-
Methodian studies, the role of Saint Clement of Ohrid, and the significance of the Cyrillic and
Glagolitic alphabets as symbols of cultural and civilizational belonging.

Course content (brief description by topics or modules)
1. The Historian Between Obijectivity, Historical Evidence, and Interpretation.
2. The Emergence of National Ideologies and National Narratives in the Nineteenth Century.

3. Political and Cultural Dimensions of the Slavic Idea: The Cyrillo-Methodian Oeuvre as a
Pan-Slavic Symbol.

4. Byzantium and the Balkans: Between Civilizational Model and National Narrative.

5. Why Cyril and Methodius? The Place of the Holy Brothers in the Bulgarian National
Pantheon.



6. Sources on the Life and Work of Cyril and Methodius: Historical Debates and National Uses
of the Past.

7. The Political Map of Europe and the Cyrillo-Methodian Oeuvre: The Collapse of Empires
and the Birth of the new Nation-States.

8. The Cyrillo-Methodian Oeuvre Between the Two World Wars: Nationalism and the
Institutionalization of Historical Narratives.

9. Saint Clement of Ohrid as a Symbol of Education and Slavic Literacy.

10. The Institutionalization of Cyrillo-Methodian Studies: Historical Research and the Cyrillo-
Methodian Oeuvre in the Twentieth Century.

11. The Cyrillo-Methodian Oeuvre During the Socialist Era and the Post-Socialist
Reinterpretation of Historical Narratives.

12. European Politics of Memory, Cultural Heritage, and Identity: St. Cyrill and Methodius as
Co-Patrons of Europe.

13. The Alphabet as a Cultural and Political Symbol.

Teaching and assessment methods
In-person or online/remote.

Term paper or presentation, followed by an interview.

Competencies acquired as a result of training (3—5 points)
By the end of the course, PhD students will be able to

1. Critically analyze national and historical narratives related to the Cyrillo-Methodian oeuvre
through contemporary theories of memory, identity, and nationalism.

2. Apply interdisciplinary methods in the study of cultural heritage and historical memory.

3. Conduct independent scholarly research on issues related to Cyrillo-Methodian studies,
cultural identity, and the historical representation of the past.

Literature:

Acman, f. Kyntypnarta namer. IlucmeHocT, naMer U MoJIMTUYECKa UIEHTUYHOCT B PAaHHUTE
BUCOKOpPa3BUTH KynTypH. Codus, 2001.

baranosa, C. MotuBu 3a Obirapure B jJaTuHcKara ucropuorpadceka tpagunus XIV-XV B.
Codwus, 2018.

bvpauesa, C. CYRILLO-METHODIANA ET VARIA MEDIAEVALIA: IlamerHunu Ha
Kupuiio-mMeToaueBckara tpaauuus. Cogus, 2019.



Hackanos, P. 'onemute pazkasu 3a Obarapckoto cpennoBexoBue. Codus, 2018.

JxeBuenka, E. FOOuneiitno u MmonepHo. Kupmiio-MeToaueBCKUAT pa3Kkas Mmpe3 coluain3mMa B
Bbwarapus. Codus, 2020.

Kensazkona, B, Haiinenora, JI. Kupun u Meroguii. O6pa3. [Tamer. Unentuunoct. Codus,
2021.

Kenszkosa, B.. 3a Kupun u Metoamii. ,,Hecepno3no* (mo marepuanu OT ObIArapckus
nepuoandeH neyat 10 1944 r.). Palaeobulgarica, 43, 3, 2019, 123-148.

3ameB, E. beparckata mamer 3a cB. Ceamouncinenunn. KMHI[ — BAH. Codwus, 2024.
Yemmvemxkue . Kupun m Meroauii B ObJrapckata BCTOpudecka mameT npe3 CpemHute
BekoBe. Codus, 2001.

Haiinenosa, JI. Kupwio-meToameBOTO €0 W Ch3JAABAaHETO HA MCTOPUYECKA IaMET B
conuanuctruecka brirapus. Jazyk a kultara v slovanskych suvislostiach Kliment Ochridsky a
jeho prinos pre slovansku a eurdpsku kultaru (k 1100. vyrociu jeho smrti), 2017, 137-156.

Haiinenosa, /I.. IIpoyuBanusATa mo KHUpUIOMETOAUMEBUCTHKA B bbiarapckara akaaeMus Ha
naykure. Palaeobulgarica, XXXIV, 4, 2010, 3-17.

[Ipernerenure ucropun Ha bankanure. T. 1-4. Codust, 2019.

[Ton peroBoacTBOTO Ha [Tep Hopa. Mecrta na mamert T.1: Ot penyOnukata 10 Hamusta. Mecra
Ha mamer : Tom 2. Ot apxuBa g0 emoOsiemara. Codust, 2005.

Is Byzantine Studies a Colonialist Discipline?: Toward a Critical Historiography. Ed. by B.
Anderson, M. Ivanova. Penn State University Press, 2023.

Ivanova, M. Inventing Slavonic: Cultures of Writing Between Rome and Constantinople.
Oxford, 2024.

Mishkova, D. Rival Byzantiums: Empire and Identity in Southeastern Europe. Cambridge, 2023

Rohdewald, S. Gotter der Nationen: religiose Erinnerungsfiguren in Serbien, Bulgarien und
Makedonien bis 1944. Koln, 2014.



