
 
 

Basic Information: 
Course Title: PALAEOSLAVIC BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Lecturer: Prof. Veselka Zhelyazkova, PhD 

Phone: +359895494293 

Email: vzhel@abv.bg  

Total Teaching Hours: 30 

 

Annotation: 

The course in Palaeoslavic Biblical Studies aims to introduce doctoral students to the main issues 

related to the emergence, translation, and reception of biblical texts within the Slavic medieval 

tradition. The course provides a general overview of the history of the biblical text in Antiquity, 

including the principal stages in the development of the Old and New Testament textual traditions, 

major manuscript witnesses, and problems of textual criticism considered in relation to their 

significance for the Slavic translations. Special attention is devoted to the Cyrillo-Methodian tradition, 

the development of the Old Bulgarian biblical translations, and their subsequent reception in the South 

Slavic and East Slavic worlds. The Slavic manuscript tradition is examined through a combination of 

chronological and problem-oriented approaches, with emphasis on debated and still unresolved 

questions in the field of Palaeoslavic Biblical Studies. The course also includes seminar work with 

major editions of Old and New Testament texts, as well as with Slavic manuscripts and translations, in 

order to familiarize participants with the current state of research and the principal methods used in the 

study of biblical texts. 

 

Course content (brief description by topics or modules) 

Topic 1 Palaeoslavic Biblical Studies: Scope, Objectives, and Main Research Directions. 

Topic 2 The History of the Biblical Text in Antiquity: Main Stages and Textual Traditions. 

Topic 3 The Old Testament Text: Hebrew Tradition, the Septuagint, and Early Translations. 

Topic 4 The New Testament Text and the Main Problems of New Testament Textual Criticism. 

Topic 5 The Biblical Canon and Its Formation in the Christian Tradition. 

Topic 6 The Cyrillo-Methodian Mission and the Beginnings of Slavic Biblical Translation. 

Topic 7 Old Bulgarian Translations of Biblical Books: Linguistic and Textological Features. 

Topic 8 The Slavic Reception of Old Testament Texts in the Middle Ages. 

Topic 9 The Slavic Reception of New Testament Texts in the Middle Ages. 

Topic 10 South Slavic and East Slavic Manuscript Traditions of Biblical Texts. 

Topic 11 Major Manuscript Witnesses and Editions of Slavic Biblical Translations. 

Topic 12 Contemporary Methods and Perspectives in Palaeoslavic Biblical Studies: Textology,  

 

Teaching and assessment methods 

✓ In-person or online instruction;  

✓ Course paper or presentation on an assigned topic, followed by an oral discussion/interview.  

 

Competencies acquired as a result of training (3–5 points) 
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✓ Knowledge of the main stages in the history and development of the biblical text and its textual 

traditions; 

✓ Skills in working with Slavic biblical manuscripts and major editions of Old and New Testament 

texts; 

✓ Ability to analyse the linguistic and textological features of Old Bulgarian biblical translations; 

✓ Knowledge of the Cyrillo-Methodian tradition and the development of the Slavic reception of 

biblical texts in the Middle Ages; 

✓ Basic competencies in applying contemporary textological and digital methods in Palaeoslavic 

research. 
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