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Basic Information:

Course Title: The Cyrillo-Methodian narrative in Bulgarian cultural history in the twentieth
century

Lecturer: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ewelina Drzewiecka

Phone: 0882019199

Email: ewelina.drzewiecka@gmail.com

Total Teaching Hours: 30

Annotation:

The course is intended for PhD students in the humanities, mainly historians and cultural studies experts,
as well as literary scholars, sociologists, and political scientists. It aims to introduce the problematics of
the possible modalities of the functioning of the historical narrative of Cyril and Methodius in the modern
era. The focus is entirely on Bulgarian culture in the twentieth century, which is particularly strongly
tied to the Cyrillo-Methodian tradition. It offers a focused overview of the most interesting and
significant phenomena of Bulgarian culture and scholarship, from various historical documents and
cultural artefacts to leading academic opinions concerning the nature and significance of the work of
Cyril and Methodius.

Course content (brief description by topics or modules)
. Introduction to basic terminology and the interpretative framework of the course

. Main problems of the Cyrillo-Methodian tradition in the Slavic context

. The Cyrillo-Methodian narrative in the Middle Ages

. The Cyrillo-Methodian narrative in the Revival tradition

. The Cyrillo-Methodian anniversary in 1916

. The beginning of the Cyrillo-Methodian studies in Bulgaria

. The Cyrillo-Methodian tradition in popular narratives in the interwar period

. The Cyrillo-Methodian narrative in the context of World War II

. Stalinism and the Cyrillo-Methodian tradition

10. The Cyrillo-Methodian narrative in socialist propaganda

11. The Cyrillo-Methodian work in historical and philological studies after 1953
12. The Cyrillo-Methodian tradition in the context of the anniversary in 1981
13. The Cyrillo-Methodian narrative after 1989

14. The Cyrillo-Methodian narrative today (European and Russophile dimensions)

15. Functions and meanings of the Cyrillo-Methodian narrative in the Bulgarian cultural and historical
context
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Teaching and assessment methods
In person or remotely (online).

Coursework or presentation on a given topic and one-on-one conversation.

Competencies acquired as a result of training (3—5 points)
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After completing the course, doctoral students will be able to:

1. Identify historically contemporary representations of the Cyrillo-Methodian tradition and their
significance in the context of socio-political conditions in Bulgaria in the twentieth century

2. Interpret them critically in relation to broader processes of sense-making and the articulation of
identity in the modern era

3. Articulate and elaborate on the scientific problems related to Cyril and Methodius studies and the
history of Bulgarian culture
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