
 
 

Basic Information: 

Course Title: European union Law 

Lecturer: Prof. Irena Ilieva PhD 

Phone: .+359 878 211 135 

Email: irena_ilieva@lawyer.bg 

Total Teaching Hours: 30 

 

Annotation (up to 150 words) 

The specialised course in EU Law aims to deepen the PhD students' knowledge of the creation and 

development of the EU, its institutional structure and basic functioning principles, the main institutions, 

the acquis communautaire, the sources, the judiciary and the main policies.  

It is mainly intended for PhD students in the International Law and International Relations PhD 

programme, because many of the thesis topics are in the field of EU law or are interdisciplinary and 

require in-depth knowledge in this area. The course may be useful for all PhD students in other accredited 

PhD programmes at the Institute for the State and the Law, as well as in other research fields insofar as 

the thesis topics concern aspects of EU law, the institutional system and Union policies. 

Course content (brief description by topics or modules) 

Topic / Module 1: Historical Development, Enlargements, EU Membership, and EU 

Competences. 

1. Historical Development of European Unions. Establishment of the European Coal and Steel 

Community (ECSC), Euratom, and the European Economic Community (EEC). 

2. Stages of development of the legal framework in international treaties to the present day. 

Establishment of the EU. EU reform under the Treaty of Lisbon. 

3. EU enlargements—significance. 

4. EU membership—conditions, procedure, suspension, and voluntary withdrawal. 

5. Competence (distribution and types), legal nature of the EU. 

                        Course load: 6 hours 

 

Topic / Module 2: European Citizenship. Fundamental Rights and Freedoms in the EU. Charter 

of Fundamental Rights of the European Union. 

                        Credit Hours: 2 

 

Topic / Module 3: The EU’s Institutional Framework 

6. The EU’s Institutional Framework – General Overview.  

7. The European Parliament – Organization, Functioning, and Powers. 

8. The European Council as an EU Institution. 

9. The Council. COREPER. 

10. The Commission – composition, appointment procedure, and powers.  

11. The Court of Auditors – composition and powers. 

12. The European Central Bank. The Single Currency. The Banking Union. The European Investment 

Bank. 



 
13. Advisory bodies – Economic and Social Committee and Committee of the Regions. 

14. The EU judicial system – the Court of Justice of the EU and the General Court. 

15. The Court of Justice of the EU – functions. Composition, organization, and procedure of the Court. 

16. Judicial, interpretative, and advisory powers of the Court of Justice of the EU. 

                            11 hours 

Topic/module 4: Implementation of EU law at the national level. Liability for breach of the 

obligation to implement EU law. 

                            Duration: 1 hour 

Topic/module 5. Sources of EU Law 

17. General overview of the legislative process and the EU legal order. Relationship with national law.  

18. Procedure for the Commission’s legislative activity.  

19. Sources of EU law – types. Sources of primary law.  

20. General principles of EU law. International agreements and case law as sources of EU law. 

21. Direct effect, direct applicability. Primacy of EU law. 

22. Sources of secondary EU law. 

Topic/module 6. Key EU Policies 

23. Concept, types, and stages of economic integration. Elements and development of the internal 

market. 

24. Free movement of goods. Tariff and non-tariff barriers to trade 

25. Freedom to provide services. Right of establishment. 

26. Free movement of persons. 

27. Common foreign and security policy. Decision-making process in the EU’s external action. 

Procedure for concluding international treaties. 

28. Cooperation in the field of justice and home affairs. Border control. Judicial cooperation in 

criminal matters. Police cooperation. 

Course load: 6 hours 

 Topic/module 7. Relations between the Republic of Bulgaria and the EU 

29. Key provisions of the Treaty of Accession of the Republic of Bulgaria to the EU. 

                                Duration: 1 hour        

Teaching and assessment methods 

Class room lectures, hybride lectures, online lectures. 

Assessment methods: preparing a PowerPoint presentation on a topic from the course and presenting 

it. 

 

Competencies acquired as a result of training (3–5 points) 

 Students who successfully complete this course will: 

1.    be familiar with: 

•    the historical development of European integration in the context of the establishment of other 

international organizations following the end of World War II; 

•    the development of primary law, all revisions of the founding treaties, and the reform implemented 

by the Treaty of Lisbon; 



 
•    EU membership and enlargements; 

•    the important theoretical issue of competence and its practical aspects; 

•    the institutional mechanism, organization, and coordination among institutions, as well as the 

institutional reform implemented by the Treaty of Lisbon; 

•    the functions of the Court of Justice of the EU and the EU legal system, the legislative process and 

its reform; 

•    the sources of primary and secondary EU law; 

•    the most important EU policies, the free movement of goods, persons, and services, and the right of 

establishment 

 2.    will be able to: 

•    apply primary EU law 

•    navigate the sources of secondary law and apply them directly; 

•    have a basic understanding of the judicial, advisory, and preliminary ruling powers of the Court of 

Justice of the EU; 

•    search for and use the case law of the Court of Justice of the EU; 

•    search for and use sources of secondary law created by the EU institutions; 

•    to fully exercise the rights constituting the content of European citizenship, including the right to 

petition and to appeal to the European Ombudsman; 

•    to correspond directly with the European institutions; 

•    to properly navigate the EU’s core policies; 

•    to apply case law on the EU’s core policies—the free movement of goods, persons, and services, 

and the right of establishment; 

•    apply the provisions of secondary legislation in the areas of justice and home affairs, border control 

and Schengen legislation, judicial cooperation in criminal matters, and police cooperation. 
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Илиева, Ирена, Правото на добра администрация  на гражданите на ЕС като  основно  ядро на 
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Additional information (optional) (е.g., special requirements, laboratory equipment, prior knowledge) 

Have a basic understanding of public international law, international relations, and EU policies. 

    Be able to use the internet to search for relevant sources on specific websites, and to locate the latest 

relevant information and case law. 


