
 
 

Basic Information: 

Course Title: International public law 

Lecturer: Prof. Irena Ilieva PhD 

Phone: +359 878 211 135 

Email: irena_ilieva@lawyer.bg 

Total Teaching Hours: 30 hours 

 

Annotation (up to 150 words) 

The specialized course in International Public Law aims to deepen the knowledge of PhD students in 

this subject, to provide them with a solid foundation for writing a dissertation on International Public 

Law and International Relations and to prepare them for the methodology of writing a large volume of 

scientific work.  

The course material is classically structured into general and special sections. The general part includes 

the concept of International Public Law, its distinction from other branches of law, its characteristics 

and functions, the historical development of the branch and the doctrine of IPL, the sources and subjects, 

the problems of international responsibility of states, international organizations and international 

criminal responsibility of the individual. Classical institutions of the branch such as peaceful means of 

international dispute settlement, international arbitration and international justice are examined.  

Important branches and institutes of IPL as succession, international human rights law and international 

humanitarian law, and the legal status of populations are being considered. 

 

Course content (brief description by topics or modules) 

  

Topic / Module 1: covers the concept of private international law, the distinction between this legal 

system and other branches of law, its functions, distinctive features, fundamental principles, and new 

trends in the development of private international law. 

Course load – 4 hours 

 

Topic / Module 2: focuses on the historical development of international private law and the relevant 

legal doctrine. It presents a modern periodization of the development of international private law, 

consistent with the latest research in the fields of international relations and international private law. 

Course load -   2 hours 

 

Topic / Module 3: introduces the subjects of international public law—states, nations, and peoples 

striving for independence, international organizations, and state-like entities. It also examines certain 

theoretically controversial issues regarding the legal personality of the individual, international non-

governmental organizations, and others. 

Course load – 3 hours 

4.    Topic/Module 4 is devoted to succession. In addition to the concept of succession in international 

public law, the course covers the codified provisions regarding the succession of states in relation to 



 
international treaties and the succession of states with respect to state property, state archives, and state 

debts. 

Course load – 1 hour 

5.    Topic/Module 5 is devoted to the concept of responsibility in international public law. It examines, 

in sequence, the international responsibility of the state, the international responsibility of the individual, 

and the international responsibility of international organizations in contemporary international public 

law. Particular attention is given to the international criminal responsibility of the individual in 

international public law and to the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court. 

Course load – 3 hours 

6.    Topic/Module 6 examines the relatively new concept of human rights and their protection within 

the general framework of international public law. It examines in detail the universal international 

conventions against genocide, apartheid, and racial discrimination, as well as international instruments 

concerning the rights of persons belonging to minorities and the rights of women in the general 

international legal order. The main international legal mechanisms for the protection of human rights in 

the general international legal order are presented in a detailed and accessible manner. 

Course load – 3 hours 

7.    Topic/Module 7 introduces international humanitarian law and its core components: the Hague and 

Geneva Conventions and their Additional Protocols. In addition, the module examines other sources of 

international humanitarian law concerning the protection of cultural property in the event of armed 

conflict, the prohibition of chemical weapons, the prohibition of anti-personnel mines, and the Optional 

Protocol on the involvement of children in armed conflict to the Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

Duration – 1 hour 

8.    Topic/Module 8: Issues of citizenship in international public law are the subject of Topic No. 8. The 

course examines the Bulgarian citizenship regime, the legal status of foreigners and refugees under 

Bulgarian law and international public law, the main conventions in this area, and issues related to the 

right to asylum, extradition, and expulsion. 

Course load – 1 hour 

9.    Topic/Module 9: International treaty law is covered extensively in the specialized section of the 

course and constitutes Topic No. 9. The course systematically examines the definition and nature of 

international treaties; the types of international treaties; the structure of international treaties; the 

conclusion of international treaties; entry into force; and the methods of becoming bound by an 

international treaty. Particular attention is paid to ratification and confirmation, which are examined in 

accordance with the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties and under Bulgarian law (the Law on 

International Treaties of the Republic of Bulgaria). The same topic also covers the issues of reservations 

and interpretative declarations to international treaties, as well as matters concerning the depositary, 

registration, and publication of international treaties.  The course provides a detailed examination of the 

issues regarding the effect of international treaties in time, space, and with respect to third parties; 

interpretation; enforcement; invalidity; termination of international treaties; and suspension of 

international treaties. 

10.    Topic/Module 10 covers diplomatic and consular law. Despite some differences in theory, these 

are grouped under a single topic. This is also the prevailing view among scholars. The concept of 

diplomacy and state bodies for foreign relations are examined. The tasks and functions of diplomatic 

missions, as well as the privileges and immunities of the mission and of diplomatic representatives and 

staff, are studied in detail. Issues related to special missions and the privileges and immunities of 



 
international officials are addressed. The consular institution is examined both historically and in 

accordance with current international legal regulations. The functions and tasks of the consulate, as well 

as the privileges and immunities of the consulate, consular officials, and consular staff, are studied. 

Course load – 3 hours 

11.    Topic/Module 11 is devoted to peaceful means of settling international disputes. It examines the 

concept of an international dispute, peaceful means of settling such disputes under the UN Charter, and 

other peaceful means. Special attention is given to judicial means of dispute resolution: arbitration and 

international justice. The legal nature and procedure of international arbitration are presented. The 

International Court of Justice is presented in detail, including its jurisdiction, fundamental principles of 

procedure, decisions, and advisory opinions. 

Course load – 4 hours 

 

Teaching and assessment methods 

 

Class room Lectures, hybride lectures, online lectures. 

Assessment methods: preparing a PowerPoint presentation on a topic from the course and presenting it, 

or solving a case study in the form of group work divided into two teams. 

Competencies acquired as a result of training (3–5 points) 

Those who successfully complete this program: 

    1. will understand: 

 

    The nature of public international law, its functions, distinctive features, and fundamental principles, 

as well as its differences from other branches of law, particularly its relationship to the domestic law of 

states. 

    The historical development of public international law and the doctrine surrounding it. 

    The subjects and sources of contemporary public international law. 

    Key institutions of public international law, such as succession in international law and the 

international legal responsibility of states and international intergovernmental organizations, as well as 

the international criminal responsibility of individuals. 

    Important branches: the international legal protection of human rights, international humanitarian 

law, and the legal status of populations under contemporary public international law. 

    The specialized section provides a selective overview of key areas such as international treaty law 

and diplomatic and consular law.  

    Peaceful means of resolving international disputes, the most important of which are arbitration and 

permanent international justice. 

    Information on controversial issues in theory, developments in the field of international public law, 

and the latest international legal instruments 

2. will be able to: 

 

    Determine whether international treaties to which the Republic of Bulgaria is a party form part of 

our country’s domestic law and apply them if they conflict with provisions of national legislation. 



 
    Resolve cases involving scenarios of succession in relation to international treaties, the international 

responsibility of the state, international organizations, and the international criminal responsibility of 

individuals. 

    Apply all universal international human rights conventions to which the Republic of Bulgaria is a 

party. 

    To draft complaints and communications regarding human rights violations, and to utilize in practice 

all treaty-based and quasi-judicial protection mechanisms, as well as those established in the provisions 

of the UN Charter. 

    To resolve cases related to issues of citizenship, refugees, and foreigners under contemporary 

international law. 

    To research and consult on international treaties in force with respect to the Republic of Bulgaria, 

as well as to apply them. 

    To understand Bulgaria’s international obligations and the compliance of Bulgarian legislation with 

international public law. 
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