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Basic Information:
Course Title: Ontology and Metaphor
Lecturer: Kristiyan Rusev Enchev

Phone: 0885663285
Email: chris.enchev@gmail.com
Total Teaching Hours: 30

Annotation (up to 150 words)

The doctoral lecture course "Ontology and Metaphor" explores the relationship between ontology and
metaphor, questioning the traditional opposition between "literal" and "figurative" thinking/meaning.
The main thesis is that metaphor is not an external decoration of philosophical discourse, but a
constitutive element of ontological concepts. Through historical and systematic analysis, the course
traces how fundamental ontological categories arise, transform and function through metaphorical
structures. Within 30 academic hours, the training develops skills for critical and hermeneutic analysis
of concepts and texts and provides methodological tools applicable to the individual dissertation
research of doctoral students. The program is structured in clear thematic modules, includes ongoing
and final control and is in line with the requirements of NACID and the standards of the Training
Center at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences for quality, substantive validity and interdisciplinary
significance.

Course content (brief description by topics or modules)
Module 1: Foundations of Ontological and Metaphorical Thinking

Module II. Historical Figures and Transformations of Ontological Metaphors

Module III. Criticism of Metaphysical Language and Skepticism of Ontological Metaphors
Module IV. Contemporary Ontological Horizons and Metaphor Today

Module V. Generalizing and Problematic Questions

Teaching and assessment methods

Competencies acquired as a result of training (3—5 points)
Lectures — 30 hours

Exam format

* Oral exam: 1 question from sections I-V.

» Written exam: essay on a selected problem topic from module VI
Course type: elective

The answers are assessed on:

» clarity of definitions;

* conceptual reasoning;

» knowledge of the literature;

» critical independence;

» ability for interdisciplinary thinking
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